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CURRICULUM NOTES – 2018 / 2019 

YEARS 7 & 8 (Senior Section) 
 

 
Introduction 

The top two years at Hall Grove are special in several ways; the children are given ample opportunity to 
develop leadership skills and we emphasise the importance of contributing to the school community through 
a variety of means. At different stages they will be asked to act as Open Day guides, to assist in the junior part 
of the school or to help the staff set up the hall and other similar duties as part of the Monitoring System. We 
aim to respect them as senior pupils, and in turn, we look to them all to set a good example for the younger 
children to follow. We hope they will help us create a happy and productive working atmosphere throughout 
the school. All these opportunities run alongside a rigorous academic programme which will be outlined in 
this document. The children are prepared for Common Entrance and, in some cases, Scholarship exams for 
entry into their Senior Schools. 
  
Below is a brief explanation of the reporting structure which we employ in Years 7 & 8. On top of this 
comprehensive stream of information, if you have any individual issues which you would like to raise, then 
with due notice it is possible to make an appointment with the relevant member of staff:  
 

a) the Form Teacher/Mrs Harris for matters concerning boys pastoral issues/Mrs Randall for matters 
concerning girls pastoral issues,  

b) the Subject Teacher/Study Tutor for academic issues, or  
c) the Section Head of Years 7 & 8. 

 
We ask that planners are seen by parents regularly and signed at least once a week. The planners are the 
primary form of communication between home and school, so please consider writing a note rather than 
sending an email.  
 
Autumn Term – there will be one Parents’ Briefing and a Parents’ Interview evening. You will receive two 
sets of Assessments and one set of exam results. 
 
Spring Term – you will receive one set of Assessments, one set of exam results and there will be Parents’ 
Interviews. 
 
Summer Term – Year 7 pupils will receive two sets of Assessments, one set of exam results and a full End of 
Term Report on all subjects. Year 8 pupils will receive one set of Assessments, a full End of Term Report and 
Common Entrance results. 
 
 
Learning Support 
Hall Grove is a non-selective school and we welcome children of all learning abilities save those who need 
highly specialised intensive support. The Learning Support Team is Mrs Gilly Harris, Mrs Tamara Laws and 
Mrs Alexandra Moore. We believe that the strengths of every child should be celebrated and it is understood 
that some may require specific tools or learning interventions at different stages of their journey through the 
school in order to achieve their best and become well rounded confident individuals. The Learning Support 
staff work closely with both class teachers and parents and we are committed to enabling every child to 
achieve his /her academic potential. Please contact Mrs Harris should you have any queries regarding learning 
support. 
 

Luke McLeod 
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English  
Aims 

Over the two years the children will undertake a course of study that will lead to them either taking 
Common Entrance in the final term of Year 8 or some form of award or scholarship in the second or third 

term of Year 8. The content of the curriculum is the same for both sets in each year and differentiation exists 

in both the methods of explanation of the subject matter and the children’s responses to what they are being 

taught as the children approach the Common Entrance examinations. Remove cover a significantly different 
curriculum, aiming to prepare them for a range of demanding, hopefully enjoyable, but frequently very 

unpredictable papers and texts. 

 
Set books 

The Common Entrance Syllabus for Year 8 requires the children to be familiar with a variety of texts, 

although there is no requirement to write on a studied text. This syllabus requires a range of interesting, 
stimulating and challenging texts to be studied. Scholarship papers are far more open-ended, with no 

prescribed theme or set structure at times, and a wide diversity of expectations for the individual papers. The 

following are set texts, topics and authors: 

• Year 7: Boy by Roald Dahl, Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo; Stay Where You Are and Then 
Leave by John Boyne; short stories by various authors and a varied range of poetry and non-fiction 

texts 

• Year 8:  Stone Cold by Robert Swindells; extracts from The Woman in Black by Susan Hill; The 
Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne as well as a range of short stories from different 

cultures and a variety of poetry and non-fiction texts 

• Remove: a variety of poets including William Blake, Simon Armitage, William Wordsworth, Ted 

Hughes and Carol Ann Duffy; An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley; Journey’s End by R.C. Sherriff; 
Animal Farm by George Orwell; a Shakespeare play; Literature of the Great War and other texts as 

the interests and needs of the group may determine 
Louise Skinner 

 
Mathematics  
 
Year 7 

The pupils in Year 7 continue the Common Entrance syllabus. Pupils will study and become familiar with 

most of the skills and knowledge of Key Stage 3. The work is demanding and at times reaches Level 7 of the 

National Curriculum. By the end of the year the pupils should have covered the majority of topics required to 
sit Level 2 Common Entrance papers. 

 

Pupils in Remove should also have covered some additional topics required for scholarship and higher level 
CE papers. 

 

Prep will be set once a week and regular testing will take place to ensure continual recap and review. All 
pupils are expected to have a scientific calculator available for every lesson 

 
Year 8 
The pupils in Year 8 will be working towards either Common Entrance or Scholarship examinations. 

 
The pupils in Set 2 will conclude their study of the topics laid down by the Common Entrance exam syllabus. 

They will be working towards Level 2 CE exams papers. These consist of two 60 minute exams (one 

non-calculator and one calculator paper). There will also be a short mental arithmetic test, lasting 
about 30 minutes. 
 
The pupils in Set 1 will study the additional topics required for the extended Common Entrance syllabus.  

They will be working towards Level 3 Papers (one non-calculator and one calculator). There will also be a 

short mental arithmetic test, lasting about 30 minutes. 

 
Pupils in Remove will also study the content and format of individual scholarship papers in order to prepare 

them for examinations appropriate to their choice of school. These children will be expected to work outside 

normal school hours.  
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Prep will be set twice a week throughout Year 8. 
Jane Brice 

 
Science 
Science is a word that paints a picture in the mind, but that picture is different for each person. Some picture 

the eccentric, with a lab coat, goggles and frizzy hair exploring the mysteries of the cosmos. Some imagine a 
naturalist, strolling across the African Savannah, or an astronaut on the moon. For others, some of you 

included I’m sure, the word inspires anxiety of their own school days, staring at a chalkboard and learning 

equations from a textbook. This is not how we learn at Hall Grove. Chemistry, Biology and Physics are 
taught in a way to encourage the children to have a passion for discovering how the world works. They are 

guided through this process of discovery by Mr Wheeler (Biology) and Mr McLeod (Chemistry and Physics) 

as they are encouraged to think scientifically through practical work and investigations.  
 

Through this process, a thorough understanding of the scientific method and a knowledge bank full of facts 

should be the outcome. They will, of course, use this to help them score highly in exams, but more 

importantly, they take this on to their secondary school and beyond where perhaps, just perhaps, one day 
they’ll be strolling across the Savannah or working to explore the mysteries of the cosmos themselves. 

 

For a full breakdown of the CE curriculum, please see the ISEB 13+ website. Please see the Frog site “Senior 
Science Hub” for a full list of topics and resources that can be used to support and reinforce your child’s 

learning. 
 

Year 8 Final CE Exam 

Each Science discipline is equally weighted and the exam takes the form of three forty-minute papers; one on 
Biology, one on Chemistry and one on Physics. 

 
The focus in the Spring and early Summer Term will be on completing the syllabus and trying to improve 
our revision and exam techniques. Both Set 1 and Set 2 children take the same Common Entrance Science 

papers at the beginning of June.  

 
Year 8 Remove 

Those pupils in Remove will cover similar topics but often in greater detail or with a slightly different 

emphasis. They are expected to think for themselves more and undertake more demanding exercises.  
Michael Wheeler & Luke McLeod 

 
Computing 
Pupils in Years 7 and 8 will undertake a course which follows the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum for 
Computing which includes Computer Science, Information Technology and Digital Literacy. The skills and 

knowledge developed in the course cover many of the foundation blocks needed to take on future challenges 

at GCSE and A level. 
 

The units of study are designed to be informative, motivational and above all fun. They will help to foster 

independence, resilience and a desire to succeed, building confidence, through the development of skills and 
understanding, in a subject area which has a huge impact on our day-to-day world. The embedded problem 

solving and ICT content will also be of benefit to pupils from a cross-curricular point of view, and of course 

become invaluable skills for life. 
James Foley 

 
 
French 
Year 7  

This year, pupils will study a variety of topics relating to everyday life and work towards the Common 

Entrance exam, which broadly follows the National Curriculum Key Stage 3 syllabus for Modern Foreign 
Languages. Equal attention is paid to the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing, as they carry 

equal weight at Common Entrance. Correct spelling and grammatical accuracy are important and will be 

taught within the context of the topics listed below. 
 

https://www.iseb.co.uk/Schools/Examination-syllabuses-specimen-papers/Common-Entrance-at-13
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All pupils will be expected to be able to recognise and use the present, perfect and future tenses of several key 

verbs by the end of the academic year.  

 

In the Summer Term, all pupils will sit a full mock CE examination paper with a slightly reduced oral exam. 
The reason for this is that all topics will not have been covered sufficiently by the end of Year 7 to allow a full 

oral test. 

 
Andrzej Korzeniowski 

 
Year 8 

The aim, by the end of the academic year, is to bring both sets of Year 8 up to the Common Entrance 
requirements to match their chosen senior schools. Note that senior schools normally expect students to 

present the Level 2 paper and this is the paper we will prepare them for. The four key topics are;- Myself, my 

family and my friends, My school and daily routine, Where I live and My weekends and holidays. 
The four skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking will all be examined at CE with an individual 

recorded oral test in April 2019. These are the skills that we will practise in lessons and pupils will be asked to 

do some learning and written homework each week. Additional help is available for all pupils in Year 8 
regardless of set on Tuesday lunchtimes at 12.45 in cabin 4. 

 
Remove 

Pupils in Year 7 Remove study the same topics as the rest of Year 7 but in greater depth. Much more 

emphasis is placed on extending grammatical knowledge, widening vocabulary and being able to use more 
complex language orally and in written work. They should have a very sound knowledge of present, perfect, 

imperfect and future tenses by the end of the year. 

 
Pupils in Year 8  Remove practise the type of exercise set by their chosen senior school along with Common 

Academic Scholarship papers. Their grammatical knowledge extends to knowing the pluperfect tense, the 

conditional, future perfect and a little about the subjunctive. Their oral work is further developed to talking 

about current issues. The aim is to be able to tackle any type of paper they may sit with confidence and the 
knowledge that they have sufficient linguistic training to do well. 

Kathy Knuckey 

 
 

Geography  
The aim of the Geography syllabus is to encourage pupils to look at the world and the processes that shape it, 

both physical and human. It is taught through a number of case studies that will be used to flesh out exam 

answers in CE and Scholarship papers. As far as possible we follow the principles of Enquiry-based Learning 
methods: we begin with a question and try to share our knowledge as we explore deeper. 

 
Year 7  
Autumn Term 

Settlement, exploring historical and geographical aspects, including Hall Grove and the local area. 

The geography of France. 

 
Spring Term 
Tectonic Processes: earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis - causes, effects and human responses in LEDC and 

MEDC countries. Extreme weather events. 

 
Summer Term 

Rivers and Coasts, hydrological features and processes.  
 

Through the year we practise map reading, learn global location facts and try to keep abreast of some of the 

major geopolitical events. By the end of the year the pupils should all be able to manage a CE paper. 

 
Year 8 

In the course of this year, Year 8 pupils are guided towards the recognition that they have sufficient 

knowledge to do well at CE and Scholarship. What they often lack is the confidence to read a question and 
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understand what it requires of the candidate. We do plenty of practice as the exams approach, but to maintain 

interest and the sense of moving forward a few topics are left for the final year: 

  

Through the year we practise map reading, revise the global location facts and try to keep abreast of some of 
the major world events. Key topics are Industry, Transport and Population. 

 

Data collection for the fieldwork project (which forms part of the CE assessment) will be undertaken at South 
Battisborough Farm during the weekend field trip in November. I will collect in the first draft immediately 

after Christmas. More details will follow. 
Alastair Graham 

 
History 
We follow a 2-year Common Entrance syllabus entitled ‘The Making of the United Kingdom, 1500 - 1750’. 

The skills required for success in this exam are those which will hold the children in good stead for future 

challenges at GCSE and A level. 
 

The periods of study are: 

 Year 7 - The Tudors 
 Year 8 - The Stuarts 

 

The children are encouraged to use any and every resource available to them - television and film, books and 
magazines, exhibitions and ICT. 

 

The Common Entrance Examination 

A one-hour paper, divided into two sections. The evidence question carries 20 marks and the essay 30. The 
syllabus can be found on the ISEB website. 

 

The history department at all times aims to enthuse, encourage curiosity, healthy debate and an ability to 
think for themselves. 

Tim Lewis 

 
Latin  
 

Over the two years, the children will learn and consolidate the building blocks of Latin to ensure that they 

have a secure foundation of its grammar and vocabulary.  Our aim is to promote and nurture a love of Latin, 

whether that be for the logic and rules of its grammar, for the English derivatives of its words or for the 
wonders of its mythological world. 

 

We use text books which follow the ISEB syllabus which ensures that the pupils become very familiar both 
with the prescribed grammar and vocabulary as well as the terminology used in Common Entrance exam 

papers. 

 
In Common Entrance, Latin is tested at three levels of difficulty, all sharing a common format – a 

comprehension, a Latin to English translation, grammar questions including two English to Latin sentences 

and a question on classical civilisation (in English). Some pupils in Set 1 will sit Level 2, others Level 3, which 
is close to Scholarship. Pupils in Set 2 will mostly do Level 1, with a few rising to Level 2.  

 

Pupils in Remove take Common Academic papers or their senior schools’ own papers. CAS papers primarily 

follow the format of a CE paper with a prescriptive vocab list but omit the classical civilisation element. The 
senior schools’ own papers often include some material not yet taught. Part of the scholarship challenge is 

dealing with the unknown. Most scholarship papers omit non-linguistic testing.  Many are of a level well 

beyond that required for GCSE.   
 

Prep is set once a week at least 48 hours before the work is due. The written prep most often consists of 

exercises from the text book reinforcing work studied in class.  Sometimes there will also be vocabulary to be 
learnt, for which usually a week’s notice is given, to allow for long-term memory learning rather than simply 

for the test.  Vocabulary given for preps is always loaded onto Quizlet as another means by which the pupils 

may access the material and self-test.     
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Ancient Greek  
 

There is one lesson a week for pupils in both 7 & 8.  In Year 7 it is compulsory for Sets 1 & 2 but optional 
for pupils in Set 3.  Those who have opted to study Ancient Greek in Year 7 from Set 3, will be expected to 

continue on into Year 8. At the end of Year 8, pupils will take the appropriate Common Entrance level, of 

which there are two, or a senior school’s own scholarship paper.  The ISEB have taken into consideration that 
prep schools have limited time within their curricula for Ancient Greek and the syllabus fairly reflects this 

time restraint. Similarly, at scholarship level, secondary schools are generally pleased to see any level of Greek 

and just want pupils to show what they know. 

 
The setting of prep is the same as for Latin. 

William Sutton & Lucy Holmes 

 
Religious Studies/ TPR 
 
A copy of Today’s New International Version of The Bible is recommended for homework and revision, or an 
online Bible such as www.biblegateway.com 
 
Year 7 

Pupils will follow the new ISEB syllabus for Theology, Philosophy and Religion. This will involve studying 

Bible topics and debating moral and ethical issues. There will be a strong focus on explaining and justifying 
your opinions, as well as responding respectfully to the ideas of others. 

 
Year 8 

Pupils will continue preparing for the CE exam in RS. 

There are various revision websites available to help pupils, such as rscommonentrance.com and www.ce-
rs.com 

 
Year 8 Remove 
Remove children have a syllabus which encompasses aspects of a number of world religions, but with a 

greater emphasis on critical thinking, philosophy, ethics, evaluation of sources and contemporary issues. Pupils 

look in further detail at relating current events and ideologies against religious topics, and are encouraged to 

consider a range of philosophical constructs and propositions, helping them to form their own opinions on 
some of today’s key issues, such as global stewardship and capitalism. Regard is also paid to individual 

scholarship requirements and to those aiming to take CE in the summer, so that learning can be tailored to 

further educational needs.  
Jannine Frame 

 

Performing Arts  
For the forthcoming year, Year 7 will have standalone music lessons with Mr Hiles, and a standalone Drama 

lesson with Mrs Hiles. In Music, we aim to provide the opportunity for students to develop their practical, 
theoretical and compositional skills in whichever topics they choose. In Drama and Dance students will be 

encouraged to explore emotions and characterisation through improvisation and scripted scenes to promote 

personal, social and cultural development. Students will be encouraged to participate in a wide range of 
additional opportunities, including: spoken English, poetry, debating, concerts, bands, ensembles and 

recitals.  Prepared work may also be presented in assemblies, shows and after school performances. 
  
Year 8 will be taught Music, Drama and Dance as part of a Performing Arts rotation which sees the children 

choose their own programme from a range of options. We will start the year with a production of ‘Aladdin’ 

in Week 6 in which the students will have the opportunity to be a lead role, chorus role, stage manager, or 

create the sound effects for the show. After half term, students will be able to choose from a range of 
‘modules’ offered by Mr Slape, Miss Post, Mr Hiles, Mrs Hiles or Mr Appelhans. 
  
  
Our major productions have received rave reviews over the years (including: Nicholas Nickleby, The 
Witches, Oliver!, Tempest, Macbethand Bugsy Malone, to name but a few!) and Hall Grove enjoys a 

reputation for excellence within the Performing Arts and pupils regularly achieve music and drama awards and 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://rscommonentrance.com/
http://www.ce-rs.com/
http://www.ce-rs.com/
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scholarships to senior schools.  This year we also have the exciting introductions of more performance work 

with Andy and Hazel Hiles as part of the extended day programme. Productions including ‘Robbie’s Rocket, 

Chiller! And Treasure Island are exciting projects to look forward to!  
Lizzie Post / Dan Slape  

 
Visual Arts  

In Years 7 and 8 students follow a carousel that takes them through a breadth of exciting specialist areas, 

which include: Art; Computer Science; Design and Technology and Textiles. They will learn to design, make 
and create using a wide range of media, whilst developing their abilities to problem solve, evaluate and 

innovate. The teaching team brings specialist skills and subject knowledge, which encourage children to 

explore the relevant historical, cultural, social and technological influences and implications of their work. 

Each area brings a wealth of opportunities and students typically find great enjoyment and creative success. 
We aim to nurture happy and confident children in an environment where challenge and creativity is at the 

centre of their learning experience. Year 8 students participate in the BEVAP (Business Enterprise Visual Arts 

Project) where teams are challenged to design and make a product/ service/activity to bring to market at the 
Country Fare. It is an exciting event, with an emphasis on team building and an element of competition. We 

have raised several thousand pounds for our designated charities in recent years.  

 
Art 
At Hall Grove the Art Department believes in providing each child with the opportunity to develop a 

genuine, informed interest in Art and to express themselves freely through colour, form, texture, pattern and 

various media and processes. Children also explore ideas and meanings in the work of other artists, designers 
and crafts people and the diverse role of Art, Design and Craft in contemporary life and in different times and 

cultures. 

 
In Year 7, Art will be drawing from the animal kingdom using a range of media and techniques. They will be 

involved in the David Shepherd Wildlife Competition entry whose theme this year is ‘Habitats’. They will 

experiment with ways of making textures and effects to create individual and group work collage/mixed 

media pieces. 
 

In the first half-term of Year 8, Art is involved with the Business and Enterprise Visual Arts Project. During 

the rest of the year they will be introduced to the work of Roy Lichtenstein and will explore dramatic 
compositions and use of colour in the Pop Art style. 

Catherine Foley 

Design and Technology  
Year 7 and 8 students typically have the advantage of a number of years experience working with the 

materials and tools in the workshop. In the senior school they are expected to apply and further develop their 
skills to deliver exciting and innovate design solutions using a variety of materials. This year projects include 

colorful acrylic toast racks (Year 7) and the business enterprise project (Year 8). 
 Dan Slape  

Textiles 
Textiles also features in the Year 8 BEVAP project and from this year, Year 7 also have a half term exploring 
the subject as part of their visual arts carousel. Children are introduced to a range of different fabrics and 

materials and asked to find ways to attach or fix them together using both effective and aesthetic techniques. 

Children are taught to use the sewing machine, learning to thread, fill spools and change stitches to enhance 
their work. When children show control over their work, they will be introduced to the embroidery foot on 

the machine so that they can stitch freehand and even draw, using the machines.  
 Caroline Allams 

 

Computer Science 
As part of the Year 7 & 8 Visual Arts rotations, pupils will develop skills in Computer Science, that will 

enable them to produce exciting and fun graphics based computer games. The activities will introduce them 

to the creative, problem solving world of basic coding and binary data representation. They will consider 

target audience requirements, suitable success criteria, design, implement and test their products and they will 
actively seek feedback from fellow peer assessors. This work will compliment other programming 

opportunities in the Senior School Computer Science curriculum. 
James Foley 
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PSHE 
> Personal, Social and Health Education with Citizenship 

The PSHE and Citizenship programme promotes thoughtful and positive thinking about the individual, their 

role in society and health issues relevant to the age group. It helps to give children the skills, knowledge and 

understanding they need to lead confident, healthy and independent lives. PSHE tackles many of the  
spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) issues that are part of growing up. Citizenship involves preparing 

the child for life as a responsible citizen; that is, teaching ‘skills for life’. 

 

PSHE underpins all the teaching, learning and playing in the School, and works hand-in-hand with the 
pastoral care of the whole School. It allows children to discuss themes and role-play certain situations in the 

safe and caring environment of the classroom, enabling them to be more confident when facing similar 

situations in the future. At its heart lies group work which can facilitate open attitudes towards dialogue, 
discussion, and consideration of multiple perspectives. It shows a respect and interest for the whole child and 

not just their academic ability, physical or artistic skill. Its aim is to nurture responsible, well-informed and 

caring individuals. 
 

Different themes will be explored in a specific lesson each week and in assemblies where appropriate. Aspects 
of PSHE will be covered in specific subjects where relevant - for example, ‘Healthy Eating’ in Science. 
 

Topics for Years 7 and 8 include Friendship, Enterprise, Effective Communication and Role Models 

 
Leigh Randall 

 
Physical Education  
Physical Education contributes to the general education of a child through physical activity and offers 

opportunities for pupils to: 

• become skilful and intelligent performers 

• acquire and develop skill, performing with increasing physical competence and 

confidence, in a range of physical activities and contexts 

• learn how to select and apply skills, tactics and compositional ideas to suit activities that 

need different approaches and ways of thinking 

• develop their ideas in a creative way 

• set targets for themselves and compete against others, individually and as team members 

• understand what it takes to persevere, succeed and acknowledge others’ success 

• respond to a variety of challenges in a range of physical contexts and environments 

• take the initiative, lead activity and focus on improving aspects of their own performance 

• discover their own aptitudes and preferences for different activities 

• make informed decisions about the importance of exercise in their lives 

• develop positive attitudes to participation in physical activity 

• develop their overall knowledge and understanding of the subject 

 
The PE programme this year will work its way through the following subjects:  

Autumn Term – swimming, tennis, cross country and health related fitness. 

Spring Term – lacrosse, basketball, cricket 
Summer Term – Tennis, athletics and swimming.  

 

Games 
The games programme runs independently of the PE. For the girls the sporting year will be in the following 

order: hockey and netball (Autumn), netball and lacrosse (Spring) and rounders and cricket (Summer). The 
boys will play football (Autumn), rugby (Autumn and Spring), hockey (Spring) and cricket (Summer). 

 

Throughout the year every child will get the opportunity to represent the school in all the major sports. The 
teams will be selected firstly from the appropriate year group but if numbers are low then players from the 

year below will be selected if permitted by the laws of the sport. The exception for this rule will be 

tournaments and cup matches where the strongest Hall Grove team available will be put out.  
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Please note that boys and girls are expected to be available for all weekend fixtures. Written permission for 

weekend absence from a school match must be obtained from the Director of Sport or the Headmaster at least 

a week prior. If ill on the day of a Saturday fixture please telephone the Sports Office (01276 470009) by 

0900 at the very latest. 
Ian Tullett 
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